they hbellously attribute to the gentle bulldog, and whose greatest
epithets of commendation are "sportsman" and "gentleman", both
of which, according to the standards of the time, fitted Lord Ran*
4olph as perfectly as his frock coat And indeed he showed them as
good and as clean sport as W G himself, or Fred Archer the jockey
They knew that he would play the game with its full rigour, but they
knew at the same time that he would never queer the pitch or take
a mean advantage of anyone, that he would always take on the
biggest opponent going, and that there was nothing petty or in-
tentionally cruel in the compass of his disposition As for his
pugnacity, they applauded it to the echo, and could never have
enough of it

But it was not only the British public that took this sporting view
of Lord Randolph's activities Their standpoint was equally that of
Randolph himself, and the class to which he belonged, that of the
nobility and gentry who still religiously hunted and shot over the
land that their fathers of the preceding century had exploited with
the enthusiasm of agricultural pioneers, and from which, during the
early seventies, their agents were still able to raise them the where-
withal for a routine of strenuous and unceasing recreation, by which,
in default of a culture now run to muscle, the wolf of ennui could
alone be kept from their doors

Randolph was fortunate or intelligent enough to realize that the
political far exceeded the hunting field in its sporting potentialities -
Partly, no doubt, this discovery had been forced on him by what
amounted to a sentence of exile from that pnmum mobile of the social
paradise constituted by the Marlborough House set, presided over by
the Prince of Wales, whose august and hypersensitive toes were no
more immune from his young Lordship's advances than those of
Gladstone or Lord Salisbury His Royal Highness had fallen out
with Randolph's elder brother m the matter of a lady, and Randolph,
nothing loth, had taken up the fraternal cudgels, regardless of the
fact that it was an unforgivable crime, amounting to social felo de se}
to cross the Princely will in the slightest degree Unforgivable, at
anyrate, for a period of years, since even the wrath of Albert Edward
was not proof forever against the disarming attractiveness of "cheeky
Randy" But the ostracism from enjoyment persisted long enough
to drive those restless energies to an outlet in a higher form of sport
than those of Gowes, Ascot, or Sandrmgham

Randolph Ghurchul had entered Parliament, in the year of his
marriage and Winston's birth, for no other ostensible purpose than
that of keeping the Woodstock seat and vote intact ibr Blenheim
Gastle and Toryism But it was the next Parliament, that dominated
by the great Liberal majority of 1880, m which he leapt into the full
blaze of the political limelight as the leader of a Fourth Party of four
men, and as the atjostle of a new faith, that of Tory democracy

To delve for the rational foundations of such faith would be vain
labour. Thpy never existed, nor could have For a foundation im-
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